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GLEN ECHO PARK PARTNERSHIP FOR ARTS & CULTURE AND FUTURE 
HISTORY NOW CELEBRATE CAROUSEL CENTENNIAL WITH OUTDOOR MURAL  

 
 
Glen Echo, Maryland – The Glen Echo Park Partnership for Arts and Culture (the Partnership) has formed a 
collaboration with Future History Now (FHN) to bring to life a mural on the grounds of Glen Echo Park that will 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Park’s Dentzel carousel. The mural will depict and celebrate the carousel 
as a place of fun and childhood memories, as well its role in history as part of the Washington, D.C. civil rights 
movement. 
 
In the summer of 1960, Howard University students led protests at Glen Echo Amusement Park, a privately 
operated and segregated entertainment venue on today’s Glen Echo Park site. The Howard University protesters 
rode the carousel and were arrested for doing so in violation of the amusement park’s segregation policies that 
barred African Americans. The case went all the way to the United States Supreme Court. Their continued 
protests – and the active engagement of community members in the fight – led to the amusement park's 
desegregation, opening the venue to everyone for its 1961 season and beyond. In 1968, when the amusement 
park closed, the site became the property of the federal government and is now jointly owned by the entire 
community and presents arts and cultural programs that inspire and educate.  
 
“As an arts park celebrating the 100th anniversary of a carousel, our collaboration with FHN couldn’t be more 
perfect, because it involves working artists, children, history, and community,” said Katey Boerner, Executive 
Director of the Glen Echo Park Partnership. “And we received generous funding from the Corcoran Women’s 
Committee and other donors to make this exciting project possible.” As a temporary artwork, the mural will 
attract attention throughout the centennial season.  
 
FHN is a nonprofit organization that facilitates collaborative mural projects between youth facing adversity and 
professional teaching artists. “We are so honored and humbled to support the Glen Echo Partnership in 
celebrating the centennial anniversary of such an iconic and historic local landmark,” said Jeff Huntington, 
Executive Director and Co-Founder of Future History Now. “Our goal for every mural project is to engage local 
youth to learn about the events, people, and places that shaped their communities. FHN knows that the leaders 
of tomorrow can thrive when they have these opportunities to leave their mark on future history.” 
 
For this project, the Partnership will engage two Montgomery County based nonprofit youth organizations: 
Community Bridges, which empowers girls from diverse backgrounds to become exceptional students and 
positive leaders, and Identity, an organization that helps Latino and other historically underserved youth to 
reach their highest potential. 
 
This Thursday and Friday, May 20 and 21, artists will outline the mural design, which will then be painted on May 
22 by young artists from Community Bridges and Identity. In following Montgomery County Covid-19 safety 
guidelines for public gatherings, the public is invited to view the mural in progress from a safe distance. (cont.) 
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We are proud to share this piece of public art with the community, and we encourage visitors to view the 
completed mural throughout the carousel centennial celebration. 
 
 
WHO: Glen Echo Park Partnership for Arts and Culture & Future History Now 
 
WHAT: Carousel 100th Anniversary Mural Project 
 
WHEN: May 22, 2021 from 10am to 4pm 
 
WHERE: Glen Echo Park (outdoors)   
 
WHY: To celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Park’s Dentzel carousel and commemorate its rich history 
 

# # # # 
 
Note to editors:  High-resolution images of the carousel, including several historic images are available.  
 

ABOUT GLEN ECHO PARK AND THE GLEN ECHO PARK PARTNERSHIP 
Glen Echo Park is a vibrant arts and cultural center presenting festivals, exhibitions, 
and dances, as well as children’s theater, music programs, nature programs, and art 
classes to more than 375,000 visitors each year. The Glen Echo Park Partnership for 
Arts and Culture, a nonprofit organization, oversees these and other activities, 
including preserving the historic structures in the Park. Glen Echo Park, part of the 
National Park Service, is located in Glen Echo, Maryland, six miles northwest of 
Georgetown along the scenic Potomac River palisades.  
 
The Glen Echo Park Partnership for Arts and Culture is supported in part by the 
Maryland State Arts Council (msac.org) and also by funding from the Montgomery 
County government and the Arts and Humanities Council of Montgomery County 

(creativemoco.com). All programs are produced in cooperation with the National Park Service and Montgomery 
County, Maryland. 
 
ABOUT FUTURE HISTORY NOW 
Future History Now (FHN) is an Annapolis-based nonprofit organization that fosters artistic expression, personal 
growth and skill sharing for youth facing adversity through collaborative mural projects guided by professional 
teaching artists. FHN has collaborated with over 450 youth artists, 20 professional teaching artists, and 
32 partner organizations to create 42 murals in 18 communities spanning 5 countries across 3 continents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


